
DATE: December 22, 2016 

Mayor and City Council 

Planning Director 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: Zoning Ordinance Amendment 
Article 4- Package Sales & Drive-Up/Through Services 

SUGGESTED ACTION 

I Approval of the amendments to Article 4. 

Mayor and City Council Meeting 
The 1\!Iqyor and Ciry Council tabled this item 011 11/ 14/ 16. The item was not re-adveJtised for 12/ 12/ 16 Mqyor and Ciry 
Council Nfeeting. 

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
The Planning Commission held a scheduled pzrblic hearing on 10/ 17/16. No one spoke in opposition or strppmt if the 
proposal. 

Planning Commission recommends APPROVAL of the amendment to Article 4 as presented by 
Staff on 10/17/16. (5-0) 

DISCUSSION 

Package Sales 

• Package sales of distilled spirits must be approved by a referendum. 

• If a majority of those casting ballots in favor of issuing licenses, package sales become lawful within 
15 days after the certification of the results by the election superintendent. 

• In order to conduct the referendum, a petition signed by at least 35% of the registered voters must 
be submitted to and verified by the election superintendent. 

• Planning staff has proposed a zoning classification in anticipation of a future referendum as a result 
of inquiries received by individuals seeking information on the process for approving package sales 
of distilled spirits within the city limits. 

Drive-Up/Through Services 

• In recent years, proposed development of retail and restaurant uses with drive-up/through setvices 
has generated significant concern among city residents, land owners and elected officials. 

• With the pending completion of the Highway 20 improvement project scheduled for this year, 
planning staff anticipates an increase in demand for these types of uses along the Highway 20 
corridor-particularly at key intersections and planned median crossings. 

12/22/16 Zoning Ordinance Amendment Article 4 Page 1 of/1-



• Planning staff is working on a request for proposals which will be used to select planning and 
market analysis consultants to prepare a market study, master plan and overlay for the Highway 20 
corridor in the next few months. 

• To address the immediate primaty concerns over noise and light trespass, planning staff has 
proposed an update to the restrictions associated with a drive-up/through use. 

• The restrictions would apply city-wide if within 250' - 500' of a residential use and are designed to 
mitigate the impacts of sound emanating from a drive through ordering kiosk and set-vice windows, 
as well as light trespass from vehicles circulating the parking area and queuing in the drive-through 
lane. 

• Original restrictions text as presented to Planning Commission 10/17/16 with number 1 under 
Package Store added 12/22/2016: 

Package store 1. Within the Citv of Sugar Hill. the sale of packaged 
liquor is currently prohibited under state Jaw and requires 
2. The lot shall have road frontage on a major street or 
state highway. 
3. The lot shall have a minimum amount of road frontage 
of 200 feet on a principal atterial street or state highway. 
4. The lot shall be at least one acre in size. 
5. Distilled liquor shall be sold only in buildings 
constructed for and devoted to that puroose exclusively. 
6. Any building in which distilled liquor is sold shall not 
be more than one story in height and shall have a minimum 
of 5.000 square feet of space. 
7. The building shall have only one entrance and one exit. 
both of which shall be located on the front of the building. 
No doors or windows shall be located on the sides or 
rear of the building. 
8. The front wall of the building shall have a minimum of 
150 square feet of plate glass in addition to any glass on 
entrance or exit doors. 

Restaurant with drive-up and/or drive-through 1. No drive-through speakers or ordering kiosks shall be 
servtee placed within 250 feet of a residence. 

12/22/16 

2. A noise reduction plan is required prior to receiving a 
Land Disturbance Permit when closer than 500 feet to a 
residential area. 
3. When adjoining a residential area. the required buffer 
must consist of at least a staggered double row of 
evergreen and semi-evergreen trees and shrubs native or 
adapted to the area. Trees shall be at least 6' tall at time of 
planting. Plantings shall be arranged to provide an effective 
visual screen of at least 20 ' in height at maturity. Buffer 
must not contain more than 30% of a single species. 
4. Opaque screening must be provided to prevent adverse 
visual impact of headlights and display screen lights if any 
residential propetties are located in proximity such as to be 
impacted. 
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The 2000 Zoning Ordinance 
of the City of Sugar Hill, Georgia 

Package store 

Quany. 

Recovered materials processing facility, 
recycling station. 

Article 4 
Zoning Districts & Use Provisions 

1. Within the Citv of Sugar Hill. the sale of packaged 
liquor is prohibited under state law and requires approval 
of a referendum before local package sales are a llowed 
under local zoning requirements. 
2 . The lot shall have road frontage on a major street or 
state highway. 
~3 . The Jot shall have a minimum amount of road 
frontage of 200 feet on a principal arterial street or state 
highway. 
~4 . The lot shall be at least one acre in size . 
45 . Distilled liquor shall be sold only in buildings 
constructed for and devoted to that purpose exclusively. 
~6 . Any building in which distilled liquor is sold shall 
not be more than one story in height and shall have a 
minimum of 5.000 square feet of space. 
67. The building shall have only one entrance and one 
exit. both of which shall be located on the front of the 
building. 
+8. The front wall of the building shall have a minimum 
of 150 square feet of plate glass in addition to any glass on 
entrance or exit doors . 

1. A quany for the removal of minerals and other natural 
materials, together with necessary buildings, machine1y 
and appurtenances thereto. 

2. Quany areas being excavated shall be entirely 
enclosed within a fence located at least ten (1 0) feet back 
from the edge of any excavation and of such constructions 
and height as to be demonstrably able to exclude children 
and animals from the quany area. 

3. The operators and owners of the quarry present to the 
Mayor and Council an acceptable comprehensive plan for 
the reuse of the property at the cessation of the quarry 
operations. 

4. In the case of an existing quany, an extension of the 
quany operations beyond the areas being quarried or 
approved for quanying at the effective date of this Zoning 
Ordinance of the City of Sugar Hill, Georgia, shall be 
permitted and shall not be considered a new operation 
provided that said extension does not extend to within one 
thousand (1,000) feet of a residential or commercial 
Zoning District boundary line. 

1. Activities shall be limited to collection, sorting, 
compacting and shipping. 
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The 2000 Zoning Ordinance 
of the City of Sugar Hill, Georgia 

Rental, moving trucks and vans. 

Article 4 
Zoning Districts & Use Provisions 

2. Along the entire road frontage (except for approved 
access crossings), provide a three-foot high landscaped 
emihen berm with a maximum slope of 3 to 1 and/or a 
minimum six-foot high, 100 percent opaque, solid wooden 
fence or masomy wall. The landscaped benn shall consist 
of a staggered double row of evergreen and semi-evergreen 
trees and shrubs; must not contain more than 30% of a 
single species and shall provide an effective visual screen 
of at least 20' at maturity. The fence/wall or berm must be 
located outside of any public right-of-way and interior to 
any landscaped strip. The finished side of a fence/wall 
shall face the exterior propetiy lines. 

3. The facility shall not be located within 1 ,000' of any 
propetiy used for or zoned for single family residential use. 

4. Lighting for such facilities shall be placed in such a 
fashion as to be directed away from any nearby residential 
areas. 

5. Materials collected shall not be visible and shall be 
deposited in a bin or bunker. All sotiing and collection 
bins shall either be enclosed and have chutes available to 
the public or be located inside a fully-enclosed building. 

6. No outdoor storage of un-containerized materials shall 
be allowed. 

1. Equipment or rental vehicles shall not be parked or 
stored in the required front yard. 

2. The storage area for the vehicles or equipment to be 
rented shall be screened by an opaque fence at least six (6) 
feet high. 

3. The storage area shall not be located closer than 100 
feet to any side or rear propetiy lines zoned residential and 
shall be appropriately landscaped and maintained. 

Restaurant with drive-up and/or drive-through 1. No drive-through speakers or ordering kiosks shall be 
servtce placed within 250 feet of a residence. 

2. A noise reduction plan is required prior to receiving a 
Land Disturbance Permit when closer than 500 feet to a 
residential area. Noise reduction plans shall generally 
include a suitable combination of the following (and any 
additional measures needed to ensure proper noise levels 
for residential areas): using solid screen fencing in 
combination with landscaping as noise/privacy 
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The 2000 Zoning Ordinance 
of the City of Sugar Hill, Georgia 

Salvage operation or junk yard. 

Article 4 
Zoning Districts & Use Provisions 

control/visual enhancement measures· coustical treatment 
of internal building (walls and ceiling) and external 
fencing: locating outdoor play areas as fa r away as 
possible from residential dwellings: double glazed 
windows: erecting of any additionally needed noise 
barriers (such as berms. walls. dense plantings. etc). 
3. When adjoining a residential area. the required buffer 
must consist of at least a staggered double row of 
evergreen and semi-evergreen trees and shrubs native or 
adapted to the area. Trees shall be at least 6 ' tall at time of 
,planting. Plantings shall be arranged to provide an 
effecti ve visual screen of at least 20' in height at matmitv. 
Buffer must not contain more than 30% of a single species. 
4. Opaque screening must be provided to prevent adverse 
visua l impact of headli ghts and display screen li ghts if any 
residential properties are located in proximitv such as to be 
impacted . 

1. The junkyard shall not be located closer than three 
hundred (300) feet to a commercial zoning district 
boundary line or 1000' to any property used or zoned for 
residential. 

2. The junkyard is completely enclosed with an opaque 
fence not projecting into the right-of-way of any roadway 
adjoining said junkyard, not less than eight (8) feet high 
and in no case less than such height as will effectively 
screen all storage and other operations from view. 

3. The junkyard shall not be located closer than one 
thousand (1 ,000) feet to the nearest edge of the right-of
way of any major arterial roadway. Within this subpart 
"major atterial roadway" is defined as any roadway, street 
or thoroughfare within the City limits of Sugar Hill, 
Georgia, having a right-of-way of one hundred (1 00) feet 
or greater. 
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