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City of Sugar Hill 
Planning Staff Report  

TCO Design Review 23-002 
 
DATE: November 1, 2023 
TO:  Mayor and Council, Design Review Board 
FROM: Planning Director 
SUBJECT: Town Center Overlay (TCO) Design Review 

4862 Lanier Avenue, New Single Family Detached Residence  
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
Approval of the site plan and buildings in material and architectural detail with the 
following conditions:  

1. Final designs shall substantially resemble the attached exhibits labeled Exhibit 1 
through 2.  

 
 
REQUEST The City of Sugar Hill has received an application from Brian Lancaster requesting 

design review board approval to construct a new 1,311 square foot single-family 
detached residence located within the Town Center Overlay (TCO) at 4862 Lanier 
Avenue.   

 
DISCUSSION  

• The proposed design will be a 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom ranch home in a modern 
farmhouse style. 

• The exterior will consist of vertical board and batton with remaining sides being 
horizontal cement siding. It will be white trimmed with black, with cedar-stained 
posts on the front porch.  

• The current property will be subdivided into two lots, the existing residence on 
the property and a new parcel for the new residence.  

APPLICANT: Brian Lancaster 

PROPERTY OWNER: Brian Lancaster 

EXISTING ZONING: Residential Multifamily (RM) within the   
Town Center Overlay District (TCO)  

REQUEST: Design review approval, 1311 square foot residential 
building. 

PROPERTY SIZE: ± 0.448 Acres, Tax Parcel #: R7-292-134  

LOCATION: 4862 Lanier Avenue 
DESIGN REVIEW CRITERIA 
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1. Is the proposed project consistent with the adopted design guidelines for the type of 
development, and/or the proposed use?   

Yes. The proposed exterior improvements conform to the guidelines in scale and overall 
architectural type of the TCO district.    

2. Is the proposed project consistent and compatible with the nature and character of the 
surrounding areas?  

Yes, this proposal is consistent with the design standards of the Town Center Overlay and 
will continue the trend of new investment in the area’s housing stock. 

3. Are the site design, landscaping, general design, character, arrangement and scale of 
buildings, texture, materials and colors of the project similar to or compatible with 
features or structures in the area. 

Yes.  

4. Will the interior arrangement or use have any effect on exterior architectural features 
and otherwise complies with the standards of this ordinance? 

No. 

5. Does the project contribute or resemble the following criteria for considering a design 
inappropriate? 

Character foreign to the area / Arresting and spectacular effects / Violent contrasts of material or color, or 
intense or lurid colors / A multiplicity or incongruity of details resulting in a restless and disturbing appearance 
/ The absence of unity and coherence in composition not in consonance with the density and character of the 
present structure or surrounding area. 

No. 



Exhibit 1



Exhibit 2



DRB‐TCO 23‐002 
Lancaster Residence 

Design Review Approval RM/TCO 
Single‐family detached residence 

LOCATION MAP 
 

 



LETTER OF INTENT FOR DESIGN REVIEW APPLICATION FOR THE RESIDENT OF BRIANNA K LANCASTER  
 
    Brianna K Lancaster (the “Applicant”) submits this letter of intent, for the purpose of the construction 
of a single family ranch home located at 4862 Lanier Avenue. Sugar Hill, GA 30518 (the “Property”) 
situated in the Town Center Overlay. The property is currently zoned RM. The adjoining properties are 
currently zoned RM as well.  
    The applicant proposes to develop a single family home on 0.448 acres. The popular and classic 
“Modern Farmhouse” is the proposed look the applicant is pursuing. The proposed layout will be a 3 
bedroom/2 bathroom ranch style home, with a 6’x20’ front porch and 8’x20’ back porch. The initial 
finished area of the property approximately 1311 square feet. The proposed property in the Town 
Center Overlay, will use traditional forms, materials and the upmost quality.  
    The exterior of the single family ranch style home will consist of vertical board and Batton placed on 
the facial portion of the home. The remaining sides will be horizontal cement siding. The color will be 
white trimmed with black, with cedar stained posts located on the front porch. The roof will consist of 
black architectural shingles. All windows on the property will be vinyl double payne energy efficient. The 
front door will be rustic cedar stained with 6 square windows.  
    The applicant welcomes the opportunity to meet with the staff of Sugar Hill, to address any concerns 
that they might have. The applicant respectfully requests your approval of this application submitted 
this 1st day of October 2023. 
 
 
    Brianna K Lancaster 
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