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City of Sugar Hill 
Planning Staff Report  

VAR-23-002 
      DATE: November 1, 2023 
           TO: Mayor and City Council 
     FROM: Planning Director 
SUBJECT: Variance Request VAR-23-002  

6481 Sweet Laurel Run, Tax Parcel 7-364-099  
 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Approval of the variance with the following conditions: 

1. Final building plan shall substantially resemble the attached drawings labeled Exhibit 
1-2. 

 
 
ISSUE The City of Sugar Hill has received an application from Steve Harmon requesting a 

variance for a 17-foot rear setback at 6481 Sweet Laurel Run, Tax Parcel 7-364-099 to 
enclose a deck with screen room within an existing patio area.  

 
DISCUSSION 

• Request is for a rear setback reduction from 35 feet to 17 feet to enclose an existing 
deck with a screen room below.  

• While repairing drainage and rot problems with the existing deck, constructed in 2012, 
the homeowner chose to enclose the deck while extending it 7 feet to match an 
existing brick porch underneath.  

• After construction began on the repairs and subsequent improvements, it was found 
that the setbacks were shown incorrectly on the application and a new survey was 
prepared.  

• The rear wall of the proposed additions includes windows which are placed relatively 
high and appears to enhance the privacy for the homeowners of the subject property 
as well as the adjacent homeowner over the previous deck. 

BACKGROUND 

APPLICANT/OWNER: Steve Harmon 

EXISTING ZONING: Low Density Residential (RS-150) 

REQUEST: Variance for rear setback  

PROPERTY SIZE: ± 0.48 Acres  

LOCATION: 6481 Sweet Laurel Run 
Sugar Hill, GA 30518 
Tax Parcel #7-364-099 
 

VARIANCE CRITERIA 
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1. Are there extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular property in question because of its size, 
shape or topography?    

No.  

2. Does application of the ordinance to this particular piece of property create an unnecessary hardship? 

Yes, the area for the proposed improvements was previously occupied by an existing porch and deck. 
The proposed improvements do not expand this original footprint at ground level and are designed in 
such a way as to improve the privacy for the occupants of the subject property and adjacent property. 

3. Are there conditions peculiar to this particular piece of property involved?    

Yes. 

4. Are these conditions the result of any actions of the property owner? 

No. 

5. Would relief, if granted, cause substantial detriment to the public good or impair the purpose or intent of this ordinance? 

No.  
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Location Map 
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