COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
CITY OF SUGAR HILL
5039 WEST BROAD STREET
SUGAR HILL, GEORGIA
MONDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2025, 7:30 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER - by Mayor Hembree. Present were Mayor Brandon Hembree, Mayor Pro Tem Joshua Page,
Council Members Taylor Anderson, Meg Avery, Alvin Hicks and Gary Pirkle, City Manager Paul Radford, Assistant City
Manager Troy Besseche, City Clerk Jane Whittington, and City Attorney Frank Hartley.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
INVOCATION - given by Council Member Pirkle.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA - Council Member Avery motioned to approve the agenda. Council Member Hicks
seconded the motion. Approved 5-0.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Council Meeting & Executive Session September 8, 2025; Work Session September 2,
2025; Special Called Meeting September 8, 2025 9:00 am; Special Called Meeting September 15, 2025 — Council
Member Anderson motioned to approve the minutes as written. Council Member Avery seconded the motion. Approved
5-0.

AWARDS/PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS

Plan First Designation Presentation — the City Manager explained that the planning department staff in
particular Nicole Klein and Logan Witter worked hard on preparing the application for this designation. He is
requesting that the Council accept the Plan First Designation and approve the Memorandum of Understanding
and authorize the Mayor to sign it. He turned the explanation of this award over to Daniel Gettis from the
Department of Community Affairs. Council Member Pirkle asked if there were any obligations from the city in
approving this MOU. The City Manager stated that there was not. Council Member Anderson motioned to
accept the Plan First Designation from the Department of Community Affairs and authorize the Mayor to sign
the Memorandum of Understanding. Council Member Page seconded the motion. Approved 5-0.

REPORTS
CITY ATTORNEY
COUNCIL
MAYOR
CITY CLERK
CITY MANAGER
YOUTH COUNCIL

CITIZENS AND GUESTS COMMENTS — there were no comments from citizens or guests.
CONSENT AGENDA

OLD BUSINESS

Ridge Lake Park Playground Contract Award — the Assistant City Manager showed the playground
examples that were presented at the work session. The new scope would include more play equipment and a
larger playground surface. The original project award was for $289,322.62 but with a smaller play area and
equipment. The new recommended project price is $487,254.89. The additional funds will be carved out from
the next phase of the park with some of the work being done in-house. Council Member Pirkle motioned to
approve the playground at Ridge Lake Park for the designated amount of $487,254.89. Council Member Hicks
seconded the motion. Approved 5-0



NEW BUSINESS

Riverlands Authority Appointment — Council Member Anderson explained that with the resignation of Samantha
Piovesan Post One has become available. He is nominating Amy Morton. Council Member Anderson also explained that
Lexie Crowson and Sheri Emigh’s posts needed reappointing. He is recommending appointing them tonight. Council
Member Pirkle called for Point of Order that only one appointment was on the agenda and only one was explained to them
at the work session. The Mayor called for any other nominations and Gary Pirkle nominated Marla King for Post One.
The Mayor called for the vote and the nomination for Amy Morton was approved 3-2 with Council Members Anderon,
Hicks and Page voting for the nomination and Council Members Pirkle and Avery not voting for the nomination.

Council Member Anderson nominated Sheri Emigh for Post Two of the Development Authority. Council Member Pirkle
nominated Andrew Schultz. The Mayor called for the vote for Sheri Emigh and it was approved 3-2 with Council
Members Anderon, Hicks and Page voting for the nomination and Council Members Pirkle and Avery not voting for the
nomination.

Council Member Anderson nominated Lexi Crowson for Post Four. This was the only nomination, so it was approved
with a vote of 3-2 with Council Members Anderon, Hicks and Page voting for the nomination and Council Members
Pirkle and Avery not voting for the nomination.

Mayor Hembree administered the Oath of Office to Amy Morton.

Resolution adding Reserve Marshals to Workers Compensation — the City Clerk explained that in doing
research on the workers compensation policy we discovered that the city was required to pass a resolution by
the Mayor and Council to approve adding the Reserve Marshals to the policy. There will be a nominal impact
to the policy price for 2026 for adding the Reserves. Council Member Hicks motioned to approve adding the
Reserve Marshals to the city’s Workers Compensation policy. Council Member Avery seconded the motion.
Approved 5-0.

Resolution/Contract Landfill Expense Reimbursement 2025 — the Assistant City Manager explained that the
city can seek reimbursement of the costs to monitor/maintain the city’s closed landfill. The amount of the
reimbursement through the Hazardous Waste Trust Fund is $13,676.78. Mayor Pro Tem Page motioned to
approve the resolution and authorize the Mayor to sign the Agreement. Council Member Avery seconded the
motion. Approved 5-0.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: TO DISCUSS LEGAL, REAL ESTATE AND/OR PERSONNEL - Council Member
Hicks motioned to enter Executive Session for legal matters. Council Member Anderson seconded the motion. Approved
5-0.

PUBLIC ACTION TAKEN OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION - the meeting was reconvened, and two legal matters
were discussed. There was no action taken out of Executive Session.

ADJOURNMENT - Mayor Pro Tem Page motioned to adjourn. Council Member Anderson seconded the
motion. Approved 5-0.

Brandon Hembree, Mayor

Jane Whittington, City Clerk



